


FATIHAH

(THE OPENING)
“This surah is Makk
and it comprises 7 verse

Introduction

This is the first surah of the Holy Qurian, not
only in its present order, but also in its orde
of revelation in the sense that no other sul

had been revealed completely before this. Some
verses of other surahs —like those of Surah 74
and Surah g6, etc. —were revealed earlier than
this, but it was the first complete surah that
was revealed to the Holy Prophet 4 in Makkah
It has been placed before every other surah in

its present compilation, because itis, so to say,

the quintessence of the Holy Quran; and the
rest of the Quran is its elaboration. That is
why it is named al-Fatihah (the Opening). The
theme s that, in order to benefit from the Holy
Qur admit the basic attributes of
his Creator, seek guidance from Him, and recite
and study it with an open mind and heart like 2
true seeker of Truth. This surah is an instruction
from Allah & about how one should requestand
pray to Him for seeking guidance. The entire
Qur'an following this surah is an answer to
this request.

1 ‘Surah s the special name given by the Holy Qur
tself to it chapters. The chapters revealed before migration of
the Holy Prophet & from Makkah are called snd those
revealed after his migration to Madinah are called Moda

1. Praise belongs to Allah,’ the Lord of all
the worlds,

the All-Merciful, the Very-Merciful.*

The Master of the Day of Requital
4. You alone do we worship, and from You
alone do we seek help.

Take us on the straight path,
6. the path of those on whom You have
bestowed Your Grace,

7. not of those who have incurred Your
wrath, nor of those who have gone astray.

 Allah, because He is e

d sdmiration of an is, in fact

e plural of

possible form of existence: the
i, stars, wind, rain, the angels,
ninerals, and of course men. In the

fan accurate word n English, tis translated as ‘workds’
hisis thetra Fthe Arabic words: Rabin’and
e atributes of Alsh
ice between the two s that
s ature of s mercy, henee it translated as
All-M while ‘Rahiny’ efers to its intensive quality, and
it rendered as Very-Merciful
uidance’ may be given to someone n two ways. Onels
erbally directed towards theright path, or itis shown
en twilldepend on him whether oot
i adopts e correct irection. The second way of guiding some
hat he is physicall taken to the right pth. Accordin
the second type of guidance th
first case,the expression would hve been
Hence the translation: “Take us on
path

See 4:60 for the detailof this reference.

AL-BAQARAH

T AL-E
(THE cow)
This surah is Makki,
and it comprises 286 verses

Introduction

This is the largest surah in the Holy Qur'an. It
is named after the story of the cow mentioned
in verses 67 to 73 of this surah. The surah
starts with the mention of three categories of
mankind: the believers, the unbelievers and the
hypocrites. Then it deals with the fandamental
articles of faith, namely, belief in the Oneness
of Allah, the prophethood of the Holy Prophet
and thelife after death. The creation of Adam
(Adam) s and his descent to earth has been
narrated to make man recall his origin. Then,
alarge passage is devoted to inviting the Jews
towards Islam by referring to many favours
Allah has bestowed on them. Different parts
of the life of the Holy Prophet Msa (Moses)
and the rebellious attitude of the Israelites
against him, have been mentioned in this con-
text. Then the Holy Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham)
has been referred to as a basis of common
agreement between Christians, Jews and the
pagans of Arabia. Thereafter, a series of Islamic
injunctions have been laid down relating to
different forms of worship, family life and
financial transactions.

Alif, Lam. Mim.

2. This Book has no doubt in it—a guidance
for the God-fearing,

3. whobelievein the Unseen,” and are stead-
fastin salat,? and spend* out of what We have

provided them;

4. andwhobelieve in what has been revealed
toyou and what has been revealed before you;

and they have faith in the Hereafter.

It is these

1 These solated letters found in the beginning of different
surahs are called ‘ahb - The correct position
bout them s that their exact meanings are not known to any.
body. Itis  divine secret that may be disclosed only by Allah in
the Hereafier. Since no practical issue depends on their knowl
edge,ourignorance about them does rot have any adverse effect
on our faith or peactice.
‘Unseen” is the translation of ghayb, a term frequently
sed in the Holy Que'an. It refers to all those realities that can
elt by our outer senses, lke Allah Almigh
ise, Hell, etc
Salzh is the Que'anic name of the obligatory prayer pre-
scribed to be offered five times a day
Although the word ‘spend' is general for any spending,
the Holy Qur'an normally uses this word in the scnse of ‘chari
table spending’, including obligatory alms termed in the shariah
Itrefrs o the Divine Books or scriptures revealed o the
like the Torah, the Il and the Zabir (Psalm).
It should be noted that having belief in these Books means that
whatever was originally revealed in those Books was the truth.
that one should have faith in their present
subjected to distortions of different kinds,
e is 10 proof of their being the original Books revealed
by Allah. The Holy Qur'an itelf has mentioned at many places
that the Jews and the Christians have brought alot of changes
n these Books. See, for example, 4:46 and 5:13.







