INTRODUCTION

®

IN THE NAME of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful. All praise be to
Allah, as much as is His right to be praised. And peace and blessings be
upon Muhammad, His Messenger and slave, and upon his Family and his
Companions after him.

To proceed: You who are desirous of acquiring sacred knowledge,
expressing in yourself a sincere longing and a passionate thirst for it, know
that if your aim in seeking knowledge is to compete, show off, outdo your
peers, garner attention, and amass the debris of this world, then you are
on your way to rendering your religion null and void, destroying yourself,
and selling your eternal life for this present one.

Your transaction is empty, your business profitless. And the person who
teaches you in this case is nothing less than an accomplice in your trans-
gression, a partner in your loss. He can be compared to one who sells a
sword to a highway robber, for as the Messenger of Allah # said, “Indeed,
whoever helps with a sin by even half a word is a partner in it” (‘Iragi from
Musnad al-Daylami).

But if, in seeking knowledge, your intention and aim, between Allah
Most High and yourself, is to gain guidance, and not simply the transmis-
sion of information, then glad tidings be to you. The angels will spread
their wings for you as you walk and the fish in the sea will ask forgiveness
for you as you strive.

You should know before all else that guidance, which is the fruit of
knowledge, has a beginning and an end, an outward aspect and an inward
essence.
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THE BEGINNING OF GUIDANCE

There is no way to reach the end without mastering the beginning, just
as there is no way to discover the inner essence of it until you have arrived
at an understanding of its outward.

Here I am going to point you to the “beginning of guidance,” for you
to see where you stand and determine what your heart intends.

If you find your heart inclining toward it, and you find your self compli-
ant and receptive, then look to the ends of it, and immerse yourself in the
oceans of this knowledge.

If, on the other hand, you find that in taking stock of it, your heart puts
off starting it, or asks for more time in responding to its demands, then
know that the part of your lower self wanting knowledge is the self that
commands to evil, which has risen up out of obedience to the accursed
Satan. Satan’s strategy is to throw to you the rope of deceit, then pull you
in by it to the abyss of destruction; his intention is to present evil in the
form of good until he succeeds in making you of “those who lose the most
in respect of their deeds, whose efforts have been wasted in this life, while
they reckon that they do good work” (Qur’an 18:103-4).

At this point, Satan will recite to you the excellence of knowledge
and the high rank of the scholars, and all that has been related about it in
hadiths and other narrations. And he so will divert you from the warning
of the Prophet #: “He who increases in knowledge, but not in guidance,
increases only in distance from Allih Most High” (‘Iraqi from Musnad
al-Daylami); and this one: “Of those most severely punished on the Day of
Judgment is the knowledgeable person whom Allah did not benefit through
his knowledge” (Shu‘ab al-Iman) (he # would supplicate [for protection]
thus: “I seek refuge in You from knowledge that does not benefit, a heart
that does not fear, a deed that does not ascend, and an invocation that is
not heard” (Hakim)); and from this one: “On the night of my ascension
to the heavens, I passed by people whose lips were being cut by pincers
from the Hellfire. So I asked, “Who are you?’ They replied, ‘We used to
order people to do good and not do it ourselves, and advise people against

»”»

evil, even as we were doing it ourselves
in Apmad).

Then beware, O destitute one, of following Satan’s disingenuous advice

(‘Iragi from Ibn Hibban; similar

and being roped in by his deceit.
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