© SAGETRAIL™ 2004 -sample page-

APPENDIX ONE
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The Treatises
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The First Treatise

Amongst the things that he wrote to some of his friends, he said
(may God be pleased with him!):

Now then, beginnings are the places where endings are revealed,
so that whoever begins with God ends up with Him. He is the one
you love and rush to in whatever occupies you, and He is the one
you prefer in whatever you turn away from. Whoever is certain that
God seeks him is sincere in seeking Him. He who knows that all
matters are in God’s hands is recollected through trust in Him. In-
deed, it is inevitable that the pillars of this world’s house of existence
be destroyed and that its precious things be stripped away. For the
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intelligent man is more joyous over the permanent than he is over
the evanescent. His light rays out, glad tidings have come to him.
Thus, he turns away from this world, takes no notice of it, shuns it
altogether. He does not therefore take it as a homeland, nor does
he turn it into a home, but rather, while in it, he arouses his fervor
towards God and seeks His help in going to Him. His determina-
tion, a riding-mount, is restless and ever on the move till it comes
to kneel down in the Presence of the Holy (hadrar al-quds) on the
carpet of intimacy, the place of reciprocal disclosure (al-mufitaha),
confrontation (a/-muwdihaja), companionship (al-mujilasa), dis-
cussion (¢/-mubddatha), contemplation (al-mushihada), and viewing
(al-mutila‘a).

The Presence is the nesting-place of the hearts of initiates: they
take refuge in it and dwell in it. Then, when they descend to the
heaven of obligations and the earth of varied fortune, they do so
with authority (al-idhn), stability (at-tamkin), and profundity of
certitude (a/-yaqin). For they have not so descended to obligations
through improper conduct or forgetfulness, nor to fortune through
passion and pleasure; but instead, they have entered therein by God
and for God and from God and to God.

“And say: My Lord, make me enter a truthful entering, and make
me go forth a truthful going forth,” so that I will see Your strength
and power when You make me enter, and will submit and conform
myself to You when You make me go out. Give me an authority from
You, an ally that helps me or that helps others through me, but not
one that goes against me: one that helps me against self-regard and
extinguishes me from the realm of my senses.
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1. Quran 17:80.
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Appendix two: intimate discourses
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11. My God, from the diversity of created things and the changes

of states, I know that it is Your desire to make Yourself known to
me in everything so that I will not ignore You in anything.
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12. My God, whenever my miserliness makes me dumb, Your gen-
erosity makes me articulate, and whenever my attributes make me
despair, Your grace gives me hope.
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13. My God, if someone’s virtues are vices, then why cannot his

vices be vices? And if someone’s inner realities are pretensions, then
why cannot his pretensions be pretensions?’

S I Y5 Ylan Sl g Sy | i alil) iz 2ay LI oS ALV €

14. My God, Your penetrating decision and Your conquering will
have left no speech to the articulate nor any state to him who has a
state.
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15. My God, how often has Your justice destroyed the dependence
I built up on obedience or the state I erected! Yet, it was Your grace
that freed me of them.
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1. The virtues that one claims for oneself are fissured with error because of the
egocentrism involved. The same holds true for the inspirations and the like which
the ego appropriates as its own. If that is the case, he is saying, for the virtues and
inner states that have not been purified of all individualism, then what about the
vices and pretensions as much?



