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1. The Prayer
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1. The Times of Prayer
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1. Muhammad ibn al-Hasan said, “Malik ibn Anas informed us from Yazid
ibn Ziyad, the mawla of Bantu Hashim, that “Abdullah ibn Rafi®, the mawla
of Umm Salamah % the wife of the Prophet %, asked Abt Hurayrah about
the times of the prayer and Abu Hurayrah said, ‘I will tell you: pray Zuhr
when your shadow is equal to your length, and “Asr when your shadow is
twice your length, and Maghrib when the sun has set, and “Isha’ from then
until the [passing of a] third of the night and, should you sleep to the passing
of half the night, then let your eyes not sleep, and pray Subh in darkness.””
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Muhammad said, “This was the verdict of Abu Hanifah, may Allah have
mercy on him, concerning the time of “Asr, and he used to consider the time
when [the dawn] shone clearly as Fajr. As for our verdict, we say that when
the shadow [of an object] has grown longer than the object, and so is the
length of the object and more, after the sun moves away from its zenith, that
the time of ‘Asr has arrived. As for Abu Hanifah, he said that the time for
“Asr does not arrive until the shadow [of an object] becomes twice its length.”
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2. Malik informed us, “Ibn Shihab az-Zuhri informed me that ‘Urwah said,
“A’ishah 4 narrated to me that the Messenger of Allah # used to pray “Asr



when the sun was in her room, before it had become visible [i.e. because it
was still high in the sky].”
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3. Malik informed us saying, “Ibn Shihab az-Zuhri informed me that Anas
ibn Malik said, “We used to pray “Asr, then someone would leave to go to
Quba’, and reach them whilst the sun was still high.””
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4. Malik informed us, ”Ishaq ibn “‘Abdullah 1bn Ab1 Talhah mformed us that

Anas ibn Malik said, “We used to pray “Asr, and then someone would go out
toBanu “Amr ibn ‘Awf and find them praying “Asr.”
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Muhammad said, “Praying “Asr later is better, in our view, than praying it
sooner, provided you pray it while the sun is white and pure, before any
yellowness enters it. That is the import of the majority of narrations and is
the verdict of Abu Hanifah. Indeed, some of the fugaha’ have said, ‘It is
called “Asr for no other reason than it’s being squeezed [tu‘sar] and delayed.””

2. Beginning wudi®
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5. Malik informed us, ““Amr ibn Yahya ibn “‘Umarah ibn Abi Hasan al-Mazini
informed us from his father Yahya that he heard his grandfather Abu Hasan
ask ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd ibn “Asim, one of the Companions of the Messenger
of Allah #, saying, ‘Could you show me how the Messenger of Allah # used
to perform wudu®?’ “Abdullah ibn Zayd said, ‘Yes,” and called for water.
Then he poured on to his hands and washed his hands twice, then he rinsed
his mouth, then washed his face three times, then washed his arms to the
elbows each of them twice, then he wiped with his hands from the front of
his head until he reached the back of his neck, then brought them back to
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the place he’d started from, then he washed his feet.”
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Muhammad said, “This is fine, though washing three times is better, yet

twice is enough, and so is once, if it is made to cover [all the required areas].
That is the verdict of Abti Hanifah, may Allah have mercy on him.”
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6. Malik informed us, “Abu’z-Zinad narrated to us from “Abd ar-Rahman

al-A‘raj that Abtu Hurayrah said, “When any of you performs wudt’, let him
put [water] in his nose and then blow [it] out.””
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7. Malik informed us, “Az-Zuhri informed us from Abu Idris al-Khawlani

from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah # said, “Whoever performs

wudt’, let him eject what is in his nose and whoever uses stones [to remove
faeces], let him use an odd number.””
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Muhammad said, “We adhere to this [report]: the one performing wudu’
ought to rinse his mouth and eject what is in his nose and he ought also to
use stones. The ‘using of stones’ is the removing of faeces. And that is the
verdict of Abu Hanifah.”
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8. Malik informed us, “Nu‘aym ibn “Abdullah al-Mujmir informed us that he
heard Abu Hurayrah say, “Whoever performs his wudu’ as best he can, then
sets out for the prayer, is in prayer as long as he sets out for this; and a good
deed is written for him for one of his steps and a bad one is erased for the
other. So if one of you hears the igamah, let him not hurry, for the greatest
of you in reward is the one whose home is farthest away.” They said, “Why,
Abt Hurayrah?” He said, ‘Because of the greater number of steps.””



